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UNIVERSITY OF CALICUT
CALICUT UNIVERSITY UNION ELECTION RULES

(Approved by the Syndicate as per resolutiona.’?‘.’.—.'.‘?:’!'.’?dated5.".:!\‘. et

1 Definitions and applicability

I

2

These rules will be known as ‘Calicut University Union Election Rules’.

These rules shall be applicable in the elections to the Calicut University Union by
the University Union Councilors elected from the colleges affiliated to the
University of Calicut and from the Department Students’ Union of the University

of Calicut.

The relevant rules of the Recommendations of the Lyngdoh Committee, Calicut
University Acts and Statutes and the Rules of the General Elections of the Election

Commission of India shall be applicable in the case of any area or rules which are

“not mentioned in these rules.

Any amendment to these rules shall be made by the Syndicate of the University.

Any dispute or question arising with regard to the provisions contained in these
Rules be decided by the Vice Chancellor in consultation with the Syndicate and
such decisions made by the Vice Chancellor shall be final.

II (a) Election shall be conducted to the following offices of the University Union every

year, by the University Union Councilors elected from the colleges affiliated to the

University of Calicut and from the Department Students’ Union.
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The Chairman.

The Vice Chairman.

The Vice Chairman (Lady)
The Secretary.

The Joint Secretary.

Members of Executive Committee from 5 districts (Palakkad, Kozhikode,

Malappuram, Thrissur and Wayanad).



III The Returning Officer: The Dean of Students’ Welfare shall be the Returning Officer
for Calicut University Union Election. The Vice Chancellor (Patron) may appoint
Assistant Returning Officer/s, if required, to assist the Returning Officer. The
Returning Officer may appoint required number of staff to assist him/her to conduct

the election smoothly.
IV 1. Elections shall be held on a yearly basis.

2. The Returning Officers of the Colleges and DSU shall forward the 'name, address,
date of birth, class, specimen signature, photograph etc, of the elected University
Union Councilors, other documents related to the college union election including
the list of all elected candidates with their personal details etc, (as demanded by the
University from time to time) to the Dean of Students’ Welfare within 15 days after

declaration of the results.

3. On receipt of the documents, the Dean of Students’ Welfare, shall constitute the
General Council by including the names of eligible University Union Councilors, after

obtaining necessary orders from the Vice Chancellor,

V (1) The Notification: (@) The Returning Officer, as per the order of the Vice
Chancellor, shall notify the University Union Election,

(b) The noﬁﬁcation shall contain: (i) the date of notification, (i) the date of
publication of preliminary electoral roll, (iii) the last date and time for correction /
addition / deletion in the preliminary electoral roll, (iv) the date and time for
publication of final electoral roll, (v) the last date and time for submitting
nomihations, (vi) the date and time for publication of valid list of nominations, (vii)
the date and time for scrutiny of nominations, (viii) the last date and time for-
withdrawal of nominations, (ix) the date and time for publication of fina] list of
nominations, (x) the date and hour fixed for the polling, (xi) the date and time fixed

for counting of votes and publication of results etc,

(c) The notification shall be published in the Ieéding newspapers and in the
University website, in addition to the notice boards at the Department of Students’
Welfare, Administration block etc, '



V (2) Electoral Rolls:

@

(i)

(iii)

The Returning Officer shall prepare a Preliminary electoral roll by includiné
the names of all eligible University Union Councilors and theijr colleges. It
should be arranged in district wise and should be serially numbered. Copies
of the electoral rolls shall be made available to the students'in the office of
the Returning Officer. The PreIiminaryIElectc.;ral Roll shall be published in
the 'University Website and in addition -to the notice boards at the
Department of Students’ Welfare., I

The names of all University Union Councilors from the colleges affiliated to
the University of Calicut and the University Union Councilors from the
Department Students’ Union shall be included in the Preliminary Electoral
Roll.

The Returning officer shall make any correction / addition / deletion in the
Preliminary Electoral Roll, on receipt of requests for the same within the
time fixed for the same, if he is satisfied that the correction / addition /

- deletion is proper and essential.

(iv)

)

After making correction / additibn / deletioﬁ in the Pfeliminary Electoral -
Rbll, the Returning Officer shall publish the Final Electoral Roll on the date
and time fixed for the same. The Final Electoral Roll shall be published in
the University Website and shall be displayed in the notice boards at th

Department of Students’ Welfare.

The Returning Officer shall issue Identity Cards, signed by the Dean of
Students’ Welfare to the University Union Councilors, who are on the final
electoral roll, through the Principals concerned. The candidates shall sign on
the Identity cards in the presence of the Principals and the Principalé shall

countersign on the same.

V (3) Eligibility to take part in the elections: Only those persons, 'whose names are on

the Final Electoral Roll shall be entitled to participate in the elections.



V (4) Nomination of candidates:

(®

Every elector shall be the liberty to nominate a qualified student to fill up a

vacancy. Every nomination shall be in the prescribed form (Specimen form

~ Appendix I) and shall be made by an elector and shall be seconded by

(i)

(iY)

another elector.

(ii) Eifery such nomination shall be accompanied by the consent of the
nominee agreeing to serve on the body if elected, signed in the presence of

the Principal concerned.

(iii) The nomination paper shall be handed over to the Returning Officer or
the person authorized by him in his office within the date and hour fixed for -
the purpose. |

(vi) No person shall propose or second more than one person for the same
post. A person who has proposed another person for the post shall not

second a third person for the same post. A candidate nominated for a post

~ shall not propose or second another person for the same post.

(vi)

_(v) A person can contest for more th_an one post. However, if elected, he /
she shall retain any one of the posts }md shall resign the other posts within

15 days of the election. -

(vi) In the case of Membéfs of Executive Committee from districts, the
candidate, the proposer and the seconder shall be related to the same
district. |

' (vii) (vii) There shall be no nomination fee.

V (5) Scrutiny of Nominations:

(B

All norhination papers shall be scrutinized by the Returning Officer at the

‘hour on the date fixed for the same. The candidate or his authorized agent

- from amohg the electors alone, shall be permitted to be present at the time of

scrutiny of nominations.

The Retuning Officer shall examine the nomination papers and shall be

satisfied that there is no violation of rules.



(iii) The Retuming Ofﬁcer shall consider the objections made to any nomination
= paper. The Returning Officer, after considering all the relevant matters in
detail, shall accept or reject a nomination on which the objection is raised.

The decision of the Returning Officer shall be endorsed by him on the .

nomination paper in respect of which such decision is taken.

. (iv) A list of candidates (with their name and name of the college), whose
nominations have been declared valid, shall be published by affixing the same
on the notice boards in the Department of Students’ Welfare.

V (6): Wlthdrawal of candidature: Any candldate can withdraw his/her candidature by
notice in writing (Appendix II), signed by him and eountemlgned by the Principals
concerned and delivered to the Returning Officer within the date and hour fixed for
the same. Withdtawal once made shall be final.

V (7): Final list of candidates: After the lapse of time fixed for the withdrawal of
candidature, the Returning Officer shall publish a final list of candidates validly
nominated, showing the names arranged in alphabencal order with the name of
their college. The final list of candidates shall be publ]shed in the University Website
and shall be dlSplayed on the notice board of the Department of Students’ Welfare.

A" (8) If the number of candidates in the final list of nomination does not exceed the
number of vacancies to be filled in by electlon, such candidate/s shall be declared to

have been duly elected

VI Voting' (1) If the number of candidates in the final list of nomination exceeds the
number of vacancies to be filled in by elecnon the Returning Officer shall proceed
with the voting.

(i) Voting shall be by secret ballot.
(ii) No vote shall be given by proxy.

(iii) Sufficient number of polling booths shall be arranged for the convenience of the

voters and for the smooth conduct of the election,

(iv) Presiding Officer and Polling Officers shall be attached to each booth. The
- candidates or their agents, from among the electors alone, shall also be
permitted to sit in the area provided inside the booth. The Returning Officer



shall issue specially prepared Pass / ID cards to-the candidates or agents who

are permitted to sit inside the booth.

(iv) No voters without identity card issued by the Dean of Students Welfare, shall be

permitted to enter into the premises of the polling booth.

(v) The Returning Officer may arrange video recording of the entire polling and

counting processes, if necessary.

VI (2) (i) The ballot box shall be sealed or locked in the presence of the candidates or
then' agents and shall be placed in a convement place with arrangements for
_exercising the franchise by the electors by deposmng the ballot papers

th.rough a slit provided in the box.

VI (3) (i) The Pollmg Officer concemed shall ascertain (a) the identity of the elector
before issuing the ballot paper and (b) the person desmng to vote has not
already voted. '

(@) If identified, the Polhng Ofﬁcer concerned shall make a tick mark against the
name of the elector in a copy of the electoral roll kept for the purpose and

 shall get the signature of the elector on the electoral roll.

VI (4) (i) - The ballot paper shall be printed (As per the specimen in Appendix. III) and
_ senally numbered and shall be prowded in the form of a ballot paper book.
The name / serial number of the voter shall be entered upon the senally
' numbered counterfoil of the ballot paper. The ballot paper correspondmg to
the counterfoil shall be torn off and handed over to the voter after affixing
the mgnature of the Presiding Officer thereon.

(ii) On receipt of the ballot paper, the elector shall proceed to the counter set up
in the booth for marking the vote. The polling team shall provide rubber seal
with X’ mark, stamp pad etc. in the counter. The elector shall record his/her .
vote in the ballot paper by affixing the rubber seal bearing X’ mark against
the name of the candidate, in the column provided for the purpose and shall

- deposit the ballot paper in the ballot box.

VI (5) (i No elector shall be permitted to enter into the place arranged for marking the
vote when another elector is. there and no elector shall remain there longer

time than that is necessary for recording his vote.



(ii) If an elector is not able to vote due to blindness or any other physical
disai)ility, the Presiding Officer, aftér receiving a declaration from the elector,
shall make necessary arrangements to record his vote either by the hand of
the elector or by the hand of the Presiding Officer.

(iii) The Polling Officer concerned shall ascertain that all the ballot papers issued
are deposited in the ballot box after marking the vote.

VI (6) Immediately after the completion of polling, the Presidihg Officer (or the
Returning Officer, if present), shall seal the slit of the ballot bdx in the presence of
the candidates or their agents and shall keep in éafe cﬁstody. The candidates or their
agents shall be permitted to affix their signature or séal on the ballot box.

VI (7) The Pres'iding Officer shall provide ballot paper account to the candidates or their
agents at the end of the polling.

VII Counting of votes:

(1) The scrutiny and counting of votes shall be held in the présence of the
Returning Officer from the hour on the date fixed for that.

(2) The candidates or their agents, from among the vot_érs alone, shall be
permitted to sit in the area provided inside the counting hall. The Returning
‘Officer shall issue specially prepared Pa.és / ID cards to the candidates or
agents who are permitted to sit inside the counting hall.

(3) The ballot box shall be opened in the presence of the Rétuming Officer and

- candidates or their agents. .

(4) No persons, except' the Returning Officer, his staff (_incIucling security
personnel, cameramen etc.) and the candidates or their agents, shall be

 present at the scrutiny and counting of votes,
(5) The ballot paper shall be invalid and shall be rejected:
() Ifit does not bear the signature of the Presiding Officer; or

(i) If a voter signs his name or writes any word or make any marks on it by which

it become recognizable; or



(iii) If the voter recorded the vote by any other mark other than the X’ seal
provided; or

(iv) If no vote is recorded thereon or

) If the number of votes recorded thereon exceeds the number of vacancies
to be filled in; or '

© (vi) Ifitis void for uncertainty;

(6)

(7)

'(vig) If the vote is recorded outside the column provided for that purpose;

(viii) If it violates any other law.

In the case of any uncertainty, the Returning Officer shall take a decision
regarding the validity of the vote and his decision shall be final.

Every rejected ballot paper shall be so endorsed by the Returning Officer and
such papers shall be kept separately in sealed covers.

VII (8) Recountmg.

@

(i)

The Returning Officer shall re-examine and recount the ballot papers of all or

. that obtained by any candidate, if any candidate or his agent requested in

writing; provided such requests shall be made immediately after completlon
of the countmg '

‘The Returning Officer, at his own discretion can recount the votes either once

or more than once when he is not satisfied with the accuracy of any previous

- count, provided nothing in these rules shall make it obligatory on the

Returning Officer to recount the same votes more than once.

VII (9) Declaration of Results:

M

(ii)

(iii)

The candidate who received the largest number of votes shall be declared

~ duly elected.

If two or more candidates receive an equal number of votes, the final election |
shall be made by drawing lots by the Returning Officer.

In the event of any major post of office bearer falling-vacant within two

months of elections, re-elections shall be conducted; otherwise, the Vice



- Chairman shall be promoted to the post of Chairman and the Joint Secretary

to the post of Secretary, as the case may be.

VIII Objectionéz

(1)

(2)

(3)

Complaints and objections regarding the election before the publication of
~ results shall be made, in writing, to the Returning officer, who shall be the

authority to dispose of such complaints and objections.

Objections to the election, if any, after the publication of results shall be
made, in writing, to the Vice Chancellor, within a week after the declaration
of results. Such objections shall cdntain copies of the petition equal to the
number o.f respondents mentioned in the petition, attested by the petitioner

under his signature as true copy of the petition.

The Vice Chancellor may authorize the Univer#ity Level Election Grievances
Redressal Cell (ULEGRC) coﬁstituted vide X (1), to inquire into the
compléint's. After enquiry, the ULEGRC shall submit the findings to the Vice
Chancellor, who shall take a decision with regard to the Icomplaint, and such
decisions shall be final, |

IX General Instructions:

)

(2

Students shall not be permitted to disfigure the classrooms, compound walls
.and buildings college / University cémpus by pasting posters or writing on the
- walls as part of their election campaign. They shall desist from disfiguring the
comp_ound walls of neighboring buildings as well.

During the campaign, the candidates can hold processions and / or public
meetings, provided, such processions / public meetings shall not disturb the
~ classes and other academic or co-curricular activities of the ;ollege /
University, in any manner. Before holding such processions / public meetinés, .

the candidates shall obtain prior written permission from the college authority

-/ University authority / election commission. Candidates shall not arrange

-election propaganda / campaign in the college / University campus during
working hours, except with the specific sanction of the College / University

" authority. |



(3)

4

©)

(6)

(7)

Students,

The candidates shal] be prohibited from indulging or abeﬁting the activities,
which are éonsidered to be ‘corrupt Practices’ and offences, such as bribing of

Vvoters, intimidation of voters, impersonation of voters etc,

~ holding of public meetings durihg-the period of 24 hours ending wfth the ho_ur
fixed for the close of the poll, etc, shall not be permitted.

disposal of the disputes,

X Grievancel Redressal Mechanism:

1,

ULEGRC.

In carrying out the duties of the office, the EGRC shall conduct proceedings and

hearing necessary to fulfill those duties,



Members of the EGRC are prohibited from filing complaints. All complaints

must be filed under the name of the student, who filing the complaint,
The EGRC may dismiss a complaint if;

(1) The complaint was not filed within the time frame prescribed in rule VIII
(2);

(i) The complainant has not and / or likely will not suffer any injury or

damage.

A hearing shall be held if the complaints are not dismissed. The ULEGRC shall
inform the complaining party and all the individual or groups named in the
complaint, in writing or via e-mail, the time and place of hearing. The ULEGRC
shall provide a copy of the complaint to the parties. The ﬁarties are not

considered notified until they have received a copy of the complaint.

Majority of the sitting members of the EGRC shall attend the hearing, Chairman
of the EGRC shall preside the hearing. In the absence of the Chair, a member of
the EGRC nominated by the Chair shall preside the hearing.

All questions and discussions by parties in dispute shall be directed to the
EGRC. There shall be no direct Cross examination of any party or witness by

complaining or responding parties during hearing,
The complaining party shall bear the burden of proof,

The decisions of the EGRC shall be concurred to by a majority of the members
present and shall be submitted to the Vice Chancellor. The Vice Chancellor shall
take a decision on the basis of the findings of the ULEGRC and such decisions
shall be final.
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